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Agenda 
11:45 a.m.  
�

Registration & Gathering 
 

12:00 Noon 
 

Welcome—Dr. Marvin Mich 
 

Blessing – Rev. Arlen Vernava 
 

Lunch  
 

12:40 p.m. 
 

Business 
 

�  Words from the President—Dr. Marvin Mich 
  Review and approve minutes from January 26, 2009 
  Thank you to board, staff and volunteers 
�  Finance Report—Kenneth Anderson  
            Approve year-end report and approve 2010 Budget 
 Rev. Alan Dailey talks about a fundraiser 
�  Reports  
 Worship, Discipleship & Program—Rev. Debbie Grohman 
 The Beloved Community—Rev. Dick Myers 
�  Nominating Report & Election of New Board Members—Robert Crystal   
 

About 1:00 p.m.  Worship in Sanctuary 
 

2:00 P.M. Adjourn 
  

�
 

Mission 
 
Acting out of the core values of our Christian faith, Greater Rochester Community of Churches 
(GRCC) gathers people from diverse communities to build relationships and support initiatives based 
on spiritual and community values that advocate, model, and celebrate basic human rights. 
 

Vision 
 
We work toward the day when every child, youth and adult feels safe, experiences support and care, 
and can discover ways to use their gifts for the good of the beloved community. 

 
Contact GRCC at:  (585) 254-2570 

Fax: 254-6551   /   Email: grcc@juno.com 
2 Riverside St., Rochester, NY  14613-1222        www.grcc.org  
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Psalm 71:20-21 
Though you have made me see troubles,  

many and bitter, you will restore my life again;  
from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up.  
You will increase my honor and comfort me once again. 
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Greater Rochester Community of Churches 
Minutes from the Annual Meeting for January 26, 2009 
 
Registration began at 11:45 a.m. at the Baptist Temple. 
63 people were served lunch by Eclectic Café. 
Some people came afterwards for just the worship service.   
A specific listing of attendance is filed in the GRCC office. 
 
The meeting was called or order around 12:15 by Rev. Arlen Vernava who welcomed the assembly to his 
home church and explained several things about the building.   Due to the fact that lunch was not ready, board 
President Marvin Mich began the formal meeting with his report.  He thanked the board and staff for their 
service.  Ken Anderson, board treasurer, gave a finance report and asked that the 2009 budget be approved.  
The motion was made and the assembly adopted the new budget.   
 
When the meal was finally ready, Rev. Arlen directed people to the meeting booklet and the mission and vision 
statements that were most recently adopted by the board of directors.  He gave a short history about the process 
involved with the re-visioning of the statements that began at last year’s 2008 annual meeting, asked the 
assembly to read together the statements, and lead them in the Doxology for grace. He asked that people 
continue to converse during the meal around the statements.   
 
Approximately 1:00 p.m. the meeting continued with a brief hello from Doug Anderson from Church World 
Service who shared news about local CROP Walks and other CWS mission work.  Reports were given from 
Jack Wheeler for the Development Team, Sr. Beth announced upcoming 90th anniversary events celebrating 
the work of GRCC, and Richard Myers reporting for The Beloved Community Initiative.  Rev. Jimmie 
Reader announced a new program still being designed at The Divinity School to reach out to people who have 
lost their jobs and are seeking employment.  He invited anyone interested to help plan this initiative to contact 
him. 
 
Bob Crystal led the board nominating process announcing the following: 
 
Elected as members of the board at-large: 
Class of 2009:  Rev. Jimmie Reader (replacing Tom McDade-Clay from CRCDS) 
Class of 2010:  Rev. Jill Bradway, Rev. Debbie Grohman, Rev. Sally Hamlin, Rev. Alvin Parris III.   
It is noted that originally Rev. Hamlin was to be an appointment to the board by her denomination, the 
Unitarian Universalist Association.  She informed the assembly of the polity of her denomination and that she 
would only be representing her congregation, First Universalist Church of Rochester.  She also clarified that her 
education was incorrectly noted on her biographical paragraph and that she is a graduate of Starr King School 
for the Ministry of the Graduate Theological Union in Berkely.  
 
Appointed by their Denominations: 
Carmel Merrill, Rochester Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Holly and Boyd Tuttle, Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 
 
One ballot was cast, motion was seconded, and carried. 
 
The assembly was dismissed from lunch to the sanctuary for worship at approximately 1:45p.m.  Gloria 
Ulterino, chair of the Worship and Discipleship Team began worship with special guest, Helen Barrett 
Montgomery (aka Sally Dodgson).  Others participating were Michael Nicosia, Marcie Gass, Rev. Debbie 
Bennett Reynolds, Sr. Beth LeValley, Rev. Gordon Webster, Rev. Debbie Grohman, and Willie LaFave, music 
accompanist.   
 
The annual meeting was adjourned at 2:20 pm. 
 
Recorder,   Marie Gibson  
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Our Board of Directors - 2010 
 
Denomination Representatives 
AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES - 
Rochester Genesee Region 
Ms. Lynne Stewart 
Rev. Arlen G. Vernava  
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST – Latter Day Saints 
Sharleen & Jeff Campbell 
EPISCOPAL-Rochester Diocese 
Rev. Denise Yarbrough 
Robert Crystal  
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA- 
Finger Lakes Conference 
Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir 
Rev. Imani Dodley 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) Genesee Valley 
Jack Wheeler  
Rev. Gordon Webster  
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA Rochester Classis 
Vacancy 
ROCHESTER SOCIETY OF FRIENDS – Quakers 
Carmel Merrill 
ROMAN CATHOLIC-Diocese of Rochester 
Dr. Marvin Mich  
Deacon John Brasley  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WNY 
Rev. Ted Anderson 
Rev. George Nicholas 
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST; 
Genesee Valley Association 
Rev. Alan Dailey 
Members at-Large 
Kenneth Anderson 
Joanne Cala 
Tim Calkins 
Rev. Patrina Freeman  
Rev. Deborah Grohman  
Rev. Sally Hamlin 
Sr. Beth LeValley  
Alberta Moss  
Sue Murray   
Rev. Dr. Richard Myers   
Elizabeth Osta 
Rev. Alvin Parris, III –  
Rev. Jimmy Reader 

Rosemary Rivera 
Rev. Jackie Sullivan 
Sr. Marlene Vigna 
Rev. William Wilkinson  
Executive Director 

   Marie E. Gibson  
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Ordinary Income/Expense  
PROPOSED FOR 2010  

  Income  
   Program Income  
    Faith in Action Banquet 19,000 
    Program Income - Other 500 

   Denomination Contributions 9,000 
   Membership Dues 16,000 
   Grants  

   Donor Contributions 11,000 
   Fundraising 1,000 
   Administrative Fees 1,500 
   Interest and Dividends   
  Total Income 58,000 

  Expense  
   Program Expenses  
    Faith in Action Banquet 10,500 
    Social Issues 1,500 
    Program Expenses - Other  
   Total Program Expenses 12,000  

   Employee Wage & Benefits  
    Salary & Wages 30,000 

    
Health Insurance 
Premiums 4,000 

    Payroll Taxes 2,500 

   
Total Employee Wage & 
Benefits 36,500 

   General & Administrative  
    Rent - 2 Riverside Street 4,000 
    Postage 1,000 

    
Office Supplies & 
Expenses 1,000 

    Telephone & DSL 1,300 
    Insurance 1,200 
   Total General & Administrative 8,500  

   Marketing  
    Newsletter 400 
    PR-Advertising 300 
    Marketing - Other  
   Total Marketing 700  

   Meetings  
    Annual Meeting 300 
   Total Meetings  

  Total Expense 58,000  
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Year 
End 
2009 

   
Jan - Dec 

09 

 Ordinary Income/Expense  

  Income  

   Program Income  

    Special Events 41.00 

    Faith in Action Banquet 18,517.50 

    M E Heimburger  Health Care 240.00 

    Program Income - Other 110.00 

   Total Program Income 18,908.50 

   Denomination Contributions 9,800.99 

   Membership Dues 16,243.00 

   Grants  

    PNFCU 54,558.12 

   Total Grants 54,558.12 

   Donor Contributions 11,122.77 

   Fundraising 193.04 

   Meeting Income 83.00 

   Administrative Fees 1,005.00 

   Interest and Dividends 256.07 

   Mailing Labels 125.00 

  Total Income 112,295.49 

  Expense  

   Grant Distribution 53,558.12 

   Program Expenses  

    Faith in Action Banquet 10,387.04 

    Worship & Discipleship 50.00 

    M E Heimburger Health Care 315.00 

    Archives 111.54 

    Social Issues 1,272.89 

    Program Expenses - Other 300.00 

   Total Program Expenses 12,436.47 

   Employee Wage & Benefits  

    Salary & Wages 35,700.00 

    Health Insurance Premiums 4,241.34 

    Payroll Taxes 2,731.20 

   Total Employee Wage & Benefits 42,672.54 

   General & Administrative  

    Rent - 2 Riverside Street 3,945.00 

    Postage 901.53 

    Office Supplies & Expenses 985.12 

    Telephone 1,142.66 

    Insurance 1,094.80 
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    Bank Charges 14.88 

    Equipment & Maintenance 67.00 

    General & Administrative - Other 30.00 

   Total General & Administrative 8,180.99 

   

 
 
 
 
 
Marketing  

    Newsletter 225.00 

    PR-Advertising 155.00 

    Marketing - Other 67.00 

   Total Marketing 447.00 

   Meetings  

    Annual Meeting 79.00 

    Board Retreat 143.00 

    Memorials 142.07 

    Board Meetings 25.00 

   Total Meetings 389.07 

  Total Expense 117,684.19 

 Net Ordinary Income -5,388.70 

Net Income  -5,388.70 

      
 
Deficit was balanced by savings transfer. 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Member Congregations & Organizations in 2009�
�
Baptist Temple ABC 
BEOC Brockport Ecumen. Outreach ORG 
Blessed Sacrament Church                       
Brighton Reformed Church REF 
Brighton United Church of Christ UCC 
Cameron Community Ministries ORG 
Christ Church, Rochester  EC 
Christ Church, Unity UNITY 
Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran ELCA 
Church of Ascension EC 
Church of Assumption RC 
Church of Divine Inspiration SPIR 
Clifton Baptist Church ABC 
Covenant United Methodist UMC 
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity Sch. ORG 
Dewey Avenue Presbyterian  PCUSA 
Downtown United Presbyterian  PCUSA 
Fairport United Methodist Church  UMC 
First Baptist Brockport ABC 
First Baptist Fairport ABC 
First Baptist Church of Rochester 
First Congre. Church of Spencerport UCC 
First Congre. UCC of Fairport UCC 
First Presbyterian Church Pittsford PCUSA 
First Presbyterian, Brockport PCUSA 
First United Methodist, W. Webster UMC 
First Universalist Church of Rochester UUA 
Flower City Habitat for Humanity ORG 
Genesee Baptist Church ABC 
Grace United Methodist  UMC 
Greece Baptist ABC 
Greece United Methodist UMC 
Henrietta United Church of Christ UCC 
Hilton Baptist Church ABC 
Honeoye United Church of Christ UCC 
Immanuel Baptist Church ABC 
Incarnate Word Lutheran Church of the ELCA 
Irondequoit Presbyterian PCUSA 
Irondequoit United Church of Christ UCC 

Lake Avenue Baptist Church ABC 
Lakeside Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Mountain Rise United Church of Christ UCC 
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church ABC 
New Life Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Northeastern Seminary ORG 
Ogden Baptist Church ABC 
Open Arms MCC 
Parsells Community Church  
Peace Lutheran Church  ELCA 
Peace of Christ Parish  RC 
People's Ministry in Christ PCUSA 
Perinton Lay Clergy Council ORG 
Reformation Lutheran Church ELCA 
Religious Society of Friends Qkrs 
Rush Henrietta Interfaith League ORG 
Salem United Church of Christ UCC 
Shepherd's Fold Prot 
Sisters of St. Joseph RC 
Spiritus Christi Cath 
St. Bernard's School of Theology ORG 
St. Luke & St. Simon Cyrene EC 
St. Luke's Episcopal Fairport EC 
St. Mark and St. John's Church EC 
Summerville Presbyterian PCUSA 
Tawa Pano Fellowship 
Third Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Twelve Corners Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Union Congre. UCC  Churchville UCC 
Union Presbyterian, Scottsville PCUSA 
United Church of Pittsford ABC/UMC 
Volunteers of America ORG 
Webster Baptist Church ABC 
Webster Council of Churches ORG 
Webster Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Webster UCC Congregational UCC 
Wesley United Methodist UMC 
West Avenue United Methodist UMC 
West Henrietta Baptist ABC 

 
 
The Following denominations gave to GRCC:  
American Baptist Church, RGR 
Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints 
Episcopal Diocese of Rochester 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America FLR 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
Religious Society of Friends 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
United Church of Christ, Genesee Valley Assn. 
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The Following people donated to GRCC in 2009 – Thank You! 
 
 
Betty Allinger 
Lynn Barber 
Marie Barker 
Jean Bartlett 
Gail Bauerschmidt 
Dayle Bird 
Richard Bird 
Alma Blyth 
Judith Boyd 
Paul Brayer 
Pamela Burch 
Esther Cable 
Tim Calkins 
Sharleen & Jeff Campbell 
Catherine Carlson 
John and Sue Carpenter 
Ralph Carter 
Marvin Chandler 
Marjorie Chapin & Jean Parker 
Alison Clarke 
Richard & Joyce Clements 
Jane Coons 
Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir 
Roger Cross 
Bob Crystal 
Alan & Suzanne Dailey 
Lois Davis 
Mary & Wendell Discher 
Jane Duerr 
Beverly Ellingwood 
John & Barbara Englert 
John Foote 
Lisabeth Frarey 
Alice Gabriels 
John & Miriam Ganze 
Carolyne G. Garman 
Kenneth Gerhard 
Bessie Graves Giambra 
Marie Gibson 
 
If your name is missing,  
Please call GRCC. 
 
 

Margaret Hale 
Rev. Paul & Esther Hammer 
Rev. Lawrence Hargrave 
Katherine Heininger 
Doug Hickerson 
Neva Hoffmeier 
Georgia Hubbard 
Rev. Dave & Carolyn Inglis 
Merilyn Israel 
 
Steve Jarose 
Elaine Johnson 
Doris Kerber 
Suzanne Knauf 
Gene & Sarah Kohlenberg 
John Kutolowski 
Mr. Lyle Lehman 
Sr. Beth LeValley 
Mary Ellen Lopata 
Jean S. Maid 
Lura Masters 
Melanie May 
Susan & Ed Maybeck 
Bill & Sally McCoy 
Peggy Meeker 
Mary Lou Mees 
Carmel Merrill 
Marvin Mich 
Peter Mitchell 
Rev. Stuart Mitchell 
Richard Moore 
Gail & Peter Mott 
Marilyn Mould 
Sue & John Murray 
Rev. Richard & Beth Myers 
Aly Nahas 
Elsie Napier 
Ellie & Ray Newell 
Rev. Alan and Gail Newton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Russell Olson 
Elizabeth Osta 
Rev. Hugh Outterson 
Fr. Ed. Palumbos 
Peter Peters 
Elizabeth Pine 
Joanne & David Poland 
Bruce Pollock 
Sue Porter 
Rev. Shirley Pudney Eilers 
Gretchen Rabjohns 
Dorothy Reed-Roat 
Helen Rice 
Lucille Rice 
Rosemary Rivera 
Relton Roland 
Mary S. Romson 
Rev. Philip Schaefer 
Suzanne & Mike Schnittman 
David Schraver 
Bob & Betty Seidel 
Wilma Sickels 
Susan & Linc Spaulding 
Frederick A. Stahl 
Elizabeth Stevens 
Lynne Stewart 
Rev. Jackie Sullivan 
Edith Thoburn 
Shirley and Stephen Townsend 
Gloria Ulterino 
Rev. Arlen Vernava 
Colleen Vogt-Trevisani 
Jack Wheeler 
Dr. Lucinda Wilcox 
Rev. Larry and Peg Witmer 
Mary Woodhull 
William Yorks 
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Nominating Committee Report 
 
The following people have been nominated to the board and have accepted a two year term, 
serving from January 2010 through January 2012: 
 
Joanne Cala 
Tim Calkins 
Elizabeth Osta 
Rosemary Rivera 
Sr. Marlene Vigna 
 
The following board members have completed their terms and accepted another term:  
Nominated for a 2 year term, January 2010 through January 2012:  
 
Kenneth Anderson-Treasurer 
Sr. Beth LeValley SSJ              
Alberta Moss  
Rev. Dr. Richard Myers   
Rev. Patrina Freeman 
Rev. Jackie Sullivan 
William Wilkinson 
 
     
Accepted as appointed denominational representatives: 
 
Rev. Gordon Webster, Presbyterian Church (USA) Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
 
Rev. Imani Dodley & Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Finger Lakes 
Conference 
 
Sharleen and Jeff Campbell, Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints 
 
Thank you to all the board members for their dedication and service to GRCC and community.  We 
especially say thank you to the following board members who have completed their terms:    
 
Rev. Jill Bradway 
Rev. Karyn Carter 
Lura Masters  
Doris Morgan 
 
Nominating Committee: 
Bob Crystal 
Ken Anderson 
Jack Wheeler 
Marie Gibson, Staff  
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
Joanne Cala is a Roman Catholic and a believer in God as Creator of all people – the One who cares for and 
loves all of us.   She is a parishioner of Assumption of Our Lady in Fairport, NY, and married to Bill Cala for 
40 wonderful years this June.  They have two married children:  Christopher married to Caroline with 
granddaughter Charlotte (5) living in Paris, France. Lisa married to Jim with grandchildren Isabella (10), Luke 
(8) and Jake (5) living near Albany, New York.  I value the work of the GRCC and am determined to serve in 
ways which improve opportunity, justice, dignity and fairness for all people in our community, our county and 
our world. Inter-faith dialogue, understanding, prayer, service, sacrifice and action are ways we can lead the 
way to a better world.  
 
Tim Calkins is a practicing Catholic. He is married to Bethany, with two sons, Tim and Ryan. He attended 
Notre Dame High School and Canisius College. Tim is a CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) charterholder 
working as an investment manager at QCI Asset Management in Pittsford.   When I received a list of local 
Boards considering applicants from the Rochester Young Professionals group, the chance to work with the 
GRCC really called to me. I decided to offer my time and abilities to the board in order to become a more 
active participant in the Rochester Christian community, and help where ever my skills are most needed. Tim 
also oversees the GRCC Facebook account. 
 
Elizabeth Osta  is a member of First Universalist Church where she served several terms on the board 
and is now involved in leading a monthly Small Group Ministry session. She is a retired educator 
having spent much of her time as a City School District special education teacher and teacher trainer. I 
am finishing work on a book about my great grandfather during the Irish famine and am the Vice-
President of the Irish American Cultural Institute and am also a member of the Sons (and Daughters) 
of Italy.  I reside in Pittsford with my beloved husband, Dave Van Arsdale.  
 
Rosemary Rivera is a Community Organizer for 1199/SEIU’s Health Care Education Project.  She is council 
member of Metro Justice and the convener of the Ciudad Hermana task force that does work in Nicaragua.  A 
Latina activist, she currently serves on the board of La Voz and is a delegate to the Rochester Labor Council.  
Although a person of faith, she is not bound to any one place of worship.  She is a mother and proud 
grandmother and would like to see all forms of intolerance eradicated.  I was bit by the social justice bug and 
hope to do what I can to make the world a little better for people.   
 
Sister Marlene Vigna is a  Sister of Mercy New York, Pennsylvania  and Pacific West and pastor associate at 
Peace of Christ Parish in Rochester’s Culver-Winton area. I am a Sister of Mercy who has been in full time 
ministry for the past 50 years. A native of Rochester, she received an MA in British and American Literature 
from Indiana University and a MPS from Loyola University, Chicago. In each of  my ministries: education, 
healthcare, campus, leadership and pastoral, I have been deeply moved and inspired by men and women of 
many faiths, cultures and traditions, and have felt my life enriched by these associations. As a member of the 
Board I hope to bring my own experience and reverence for the sacred to our common journey and continue to 
learn from others while working together with enthusiasm and compassion as we enflesh GRCC’s mission, 
vision and programs. 
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Reflections on 2009 and the Opportunities of 2010 

 
Dr. Marvin L. Mich, GRCC Board President 

 
As we look back on 2009 I am grateful for the work of our Executive Director, Marie Gibson. This has 
not been an easy year for Marie and GRCC as we were forced to face our financial shortfall.  Marie 
has helped the board through these difficult times with her leadership and creative spirit.  We are 
exploring ways to build a solid financial base for the future and to restore to full-time status and a 
living wage.  We are in a situation that is shared by too many other Americans. 
 
A few highlights stand out for me as I look back on 2009: 
 

�  The “Way of the Cross” on Good Friday in the streets of the Maplewood neighbor brought 
together 250 people who prayed for the victims of violence and for the ministers of hope in the 
neighborhood. 

 
�  The “Faith in Action” banquet in June was a powerful experience of God goodness in our 

midst as we celebrated the work of Isobel Goldman and 40 other leaders. The commemoration 
of Fr. Joe Brennan connected us with the great “cloud of witnesses” who surround us with their 
spirits. 

 
�  “One City, Many Faiths, One Hope” interfaith conference in October at the Hyatt Hotel was 

the first conference sponsored by the City of Rochester and the faith-based community. Over 
300 people connected across all religions to explore ways to be a more vibrant and healthy 
community. 

 
As we move into 2010 a number of opportunities are on the horizon: 
 

�  Monroe County leaders have asked GRCC to launch a Community Burial Fund to provide 
additional financial assistance to the funds that Monroe County and NY State provide for the 
burial expenses of the poor. When the details are worked out we will announce this initiative. 

 
�  We will move the April 2nd, Good Friday “Way of the Cross” to the Culver/Parsells 

neighborhood. All are invited to walk with us as we witness to our faith in the streets of 
Rochester. 

 
�  We will call together denominational leaders to share ideas and initiatives on urban ministry. 

 
�  We are exploring the future of GRCC and our interfaith work with stakeholders. Rev. Gordon 

Webster has returned to the GRCC board providing leadership, wisdom and passion as we 
create the future. 

 
God’s blessing on you and our gratitude for your support of the ministries of GRCC. 
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A Year In Review 
Marie Gibson, Executive Director 
 
2009 went by so fast I wonder if it really happened!   Our individual and community lives were turned 
upside down with a failing economy and ongoing debates about health care reform.  An agency such 
as GRCC, much like a person, is affected by the stress and changes in its life.  But we press on, drawn 
by the high calling of God. 
 
We began the year hopeful and in celebration of 90 years of ecumenical work in Monroe County.  We 
had special events each month during the spring that centered around our historical ministries:  
Economics For the Less with David Cay Johnston, Faces of the Under and Uninsured with 
community health care centers, Educational Partnerships with city school superintendent, Jean-
Claude Brizard, and ReEntry & Jail Ministry  with leaders in prison ministry services.  We created 
the “Way of the Cross” on Good Friday, which gathered nearly 300 people of all ages, led by our 
denominational leaders, who walked through Maplewood, stopping to pray at places of violence and 
places of hope.  We also partnered with the Jewish Community Federation on their volunteer program, 
“Rochester Jewish Coalition for Literacy.”  
 
The Rev. Dr. Marvin Chandler came to Rochester for a Divinity School alumni event and agreed to 
have a special lunch with GRCC members and friends. It was good to see him again and hear stories 
about his ministry as executive director of the ecumenical agency during the civil rights movement. 
Our Faith In Action Celebration was bigger then ever as we recognized Isobel Goldman from the 
Jewish Community Federation as the Metropolitan Award Recipient.  Our new board president, 
Marvin Mich, took many leadership roles on behalf of GRCC, in particular the city-wide interfaith 
event “One City, Many Faiths, One Hope,” which we believe will become an annual event.  Toward 
the end of the year GRCC gathered the interfaith community again for the signing of the Charter for 
Compassion and the inauguration of the Candle of Compassion.  It will make its way throughout the 
city at special events where people come together in peace and harmony.  In December, Women of 
the Well offered a production of Re-Membering as a GRCC closing ceremony of our 90-year 
celebration. 
 
Throughout the year, GRCC continued to struggle financially, using all its savings, and asking 
members and friends for contributions, not once, not twice, but three times.  And each time we asked, 
you gave to us!  As a last resort, the board decided in 2010 to put me on reduced hours and we have 
closed the office on Fridays.  God is good in all things, and I now have the challenge and the 
opportunity of doing both the work of the agency—though in less time than before!—and another 
endeavor that is also close to my heart, spiritual direction.  For me it means trusting in God to lead the 
way and to continue to use the community of churches in whatever way it needs to be used to enhance 
the lives of the people in our community and to make a difference in the world. 
 
Trusting, working, and making a difference—the challenge and the opportunity to us all for 2010!   
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Sponsoring Ministries in the Community: 
 
 
From the constitution: 
ARTICLE IX: PARTNERSHIPS  
 
The Community of Churches welcomes individual and organizational partners who enter into on-going dialogue 
and consultation, share involvement in specific ministries, help deepen mutual understanding and appreciation 
among persons whose faith is rooted in the Christian tradition, and/or who otherwise support the mission and 
programs of GRCC. 
 

1.  Partners in Service shall include faith-based congregations and groups which are unable to seek full 
membership due to theological considerations, but wish to collaborate with GRCC and its members in 
ministries of common justice-based service; 

 
2. Partners in Mission shall be those individuals who support the mission and programs of the 

Community of Churches through personal participation and/or by making financial contributions.  
 

3. 501C3 Status Partnerships will be those organizations who lack their own 501c3 status and express a 
desire to utilize the tax status of the Community of Churches for a purpose sanction by GRCC’s 
corporate charter.   A formal application will be given to the Executive Committee for review and 
deliberation.  If positive, it is presented to the Board for final approval of the partnership.  Reports 
and/or financial information will be submitted to the board on a regular basis.   

 
4.   All partners will receive newsletters, announcements, and mailings. 

 
501C3 Groups are: 
 
Progressive Neighborhood Federal Credit Union      April  2001 
Women of the Well     May   2001 
Moving Beyond Racism    July    2002  
Brockport Ecumenical Outreach (BEOC)  Aug.   2004 
Harvesting Hope for Farmworkers   Sept.   2006 
Pastoral Counseling Family Therapy Group              April   2007  
Climate Change Central    March 2008 
 
 
 
The following information are reports and information on these ministries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News from Progressive Neighborhood Federal Credit U nion 
 
GRCC has been Progressive's gracious, responsible and professional 501c3 sponsor for 15 
years now and the religious community of Greater Rochester has been a major part of this 
low income credit union that everyone  has helped to build.   
 
We are in process of major strategic planning and as soon as some major decisions are 
made, we will let all of you know.  In the meantime, please let people who might need 
financial literacy education know that they are welcome to Prog ressive Way to Better 
Credit which consists of 4 classes within a given month at Progressive, 1130 East Main 
Street - or an organization can be part of "Progressive on the Road"  with classes at their 
home site.   
 
We are most grateful to Consumer Credit Counseling Services of Rochester, I nc . which 
provides quality teachers for this program.  And do come in for a new car loan or refinanced 
car loan...  Call Progressive at  
328-5410 or contact Sr. Beth LeValley - email srbeth1@juno.com or call her at 244-4817.  
  
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Kathy Cobbett, Contact 
P. O. Box 813 
Webster NY 14580 
1-585-872-6276 

http://www.movingbeyondracism.org/ 

History 

Moving Beyond Racism 

The seeds of what would become “Moving Beyond Racism”  began the summer of 1995 when Rev. 
Margie Mayson, United Methodist minister on the board of GRCC, convened a group of faith leaders 
to explore how to mobilize the faith community to deal with the issue of racism in and around 
Rochester, NY. This group met on a regular basis to gain insight on a personal level, as well as, to 
create ways to eliminate racism. 
 
In April 1996 Rev. Linda Dolby attended a conference in Chicago and participated in a workshop 
entitled “Beyond Racism”  presented by Charlotte Holloman the Program Director of the Interfaith 
Conference of Greater Milwaukee. Upon returning to Rochester Linda shared this experience with the 
group. They decided to invite Charlotte to Rochester and also invite other community leaders who 
were interested in dismantling racism to be there to hear her. So in July of 1996 the seed was 
planted. 

Ways you can participate: 

 ���������	
�������� ���
������ �������	�������	���	���������
����������������	�	 ����
 ��	��������	
��������	���	�� �����
�	����������� ��!���"�������	��	#�$�
 ��	%�� �������&����	��	� ��	 ���%�#�� ����	 ����	��������������������$�

**Barnes & Noble @ Pittsford Plaza, second floor community room. For more information call (585) 288-8644 or   
email at mbrbookinfo@aol.com 

Everyone is welcome whether or not you have read the book.  Join us for a safe, stimulating discussion. 

Next selections:  

February 1 -  When Affirmative Action Was White  by Ira Katznelson 
March 1 - This Side of Brightness  by Colum McCann 
April 5 - Reading Lolita in Tehran  by Azar Nafisi 
May 3 -  Asian Dreams: The Emergence of an American People  by Helen Zia 
June 7 - Between Barak and a Hard Place  by Tim Wise 
July 5 - The Chosen by Chiam Potok 
August 2  - Mixed  by Angela Nissel 
September 13  - Hunger of Memory  by Richard Rodriguez 
October 4 - Honkey  by Dalton Conley 
November 1 -  Fifty Miles From Tomorrow  by William Iggiagruk Hensley�

'������	���������"���	����	(��������
���	����	��
�� ������������ ��������	#��� ������������&����	������ ��%������)��
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Upcoming Performances  
Of Women of the Well 
  
Thursday, March 18, 2010 
Time: 7:00 
An Encounter with the Woman "Caught in Adultery". 
St. John the Evangelist Church 
2400 Ridge Road West 
Rochester, NY  
  
March 19-20, 2010 
"The Geography of Our Soul" 
A weekend retreat led by "Women of the Well"  
Stella Maris Retreat and Renewal Center 
130 East Genesee Street, in Skaneateles, New York  
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 
Time: TBA 
"The Red Cord"  
East Rochester First Baptist Church 
East Rochester, NY 
   
Good Friday, April 2, 2010 
Time: 1:00-2:00 
The Seven Last Word's of Jesus 
Peace of Christ Parish at St. James Church 
130 Brett Road. 
Rochester, NY 14609 
  
Thursday, April 8, 2010 
Time: 7:00 
"Eastertime Lessons and Carols"  
In the chapel of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School 
1100 South Goodman Street, Rochester 14620 
  
Wednesday, April 14, 2010 
Time: 7:00 
"Eastertime Lessons and Carols"  
St. Louis Church 
Pittsford, NY 
 
Monday, June 7, 2010 
Time: TBA 
Mark's Women 
The Time is Fulfilled 
St. Monica's Community 
831 Genesee St. 
Rochester, NY 14611 
 
For further information call Gloria Ulterino at 586-3279 



 20 

�
Interfaith Health Care Coalition 2009 
 
2009 was an eventful, sometimes frustrating year for the IHCC. We experienced challenges 
getting our vision through to the powers that be, and walking where our hearts led us despite 
painful separations amongst health care activists (single payer vs public option).  
 
The Interfaith Health Care Coalition (IHCC), a working group of GRCC, believes health care 
is a human right, and has been working continuously this past year toward an equitable, 
sustainable, universal health care system. We felt a need in the confusion of health care 
reform discussion this year to amend our mission statement to explicitly state our belief that a 
single payer system would best achieve that end. Our main thrusts have been 1) 
strengthening our collaborative work with local, state, and national single-payer groups, 2) 
educational outreach, and 3) representing our views in the halls of power. 
 
We facilitated an Obama administration sponsored health care discussion in January at the 
SSJ Motherhouse that was well attended. We delivered the group’s recommendation 
(despite the bias of the provided format) that a Medicare For All plan would best address the 
nation’s health care crisis. 
 
We sponsored a Downtown Community Forum in March called “The Faces of the Under- and 
Uninsured,” where health outreach ministry directors spoke of the exponentially growing 
need in our community. This was part of the GRCC celebration of 90 years of ecumenical 
work.  On March 22, we ran a successful postcard campaign at the First Unitarian Church’s 
Petition Sunday. Some of us participated in a particularly frustrating meeting with an Obama 
organizer in May where the split in strategy was deep. We cosponsored a May 30 forum at 
the RMSC featuring Congressman John Conyers. Close to 500 people attended, and a new 
group, Rochester For HR 676, sprung up in its wake. 
 
Over the summer, we met with aides to Louise Slaughter and Charles Schumer. We got no 
response from Joe Baker’s office, but our statewide coalition partners Single Payer New York 
(SPNY) held a press conference calling for follow up to the Urban Institute study on how best 
to cover all New Yorkers. We did not follow up with local politicians after meeting with Susan 
John and Mayor Duffy’s staff in 2008. Plans to meet with Joe Morelle and Maggie Brooks 
were not implemented. We participated in a press conference at the Federal Building with 
Interfaith Action. We marched in the Fairport 4th of July parade and got some negative 
response. Some of us lobbied for single payer in Washington, DC, on July 30. We 
participated in town hall meetings and teleconferences over the summer trying to keep the 
discussion respectful and meaningful. 
 
A sizeable single payer contingent was on hand for the Rochester Labor Day press 
conference and parade. Rochester for HR 676’s rally outside of a Louise Slaughter 
fundraiser included some fun street theatre. Several of us attended an SPNY conference in 
Albany in October to keep us energized and connected, and some of us participated in a 
Mobilization for Healthcare protest outside of MVP in November. 
 
Cond: 
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We have continued to work closely with local Physicians for a National Health Program and 
Progressive Democrats for America chapters. We’ve renewed connections with other 
interfaith groups working on health care reform (Interfaith Action and Interfaith Alliance 
[TIAR]). IHCC is also a member group of the Rochester and NYS single payer coalitions 
(Rochester for HR 676 and SPNY).  
 
We have made countless phone calls and sent hundreds of emails to our representatives in 
Washington. We have written speak out pieces and letters to the editor. We have attended 
scores of health care forums and meetings to keep our vision before the public. 
 
 
2010 
 
The health justice or moral argument at the center of our mission is relevant now more than 
ever as the “overhaul” of our health care system continues to leave millions out in the cold. 
 
We’ve seen a decrease in IHCC member participation over the last two years, which is 
partially offset by growing external coalition work with other groups. We do need to continue 
strengthening our relationships with other interfaith groups and well as grow our own group’s 
membership and energy. We are continuing to work out our differences with Metro Justice 
and hope to reach an agreement on how to work together again soon. 
 
As we have in the past, we will readjust our campaigns and strategies to work where they will 
have the most benefit. As we wait to see what Congress produces, we will discuss our path 
for 2010. 
 

 
The Interfaith Health Care Coalition meets monthly at St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center, 
409 South Avenue from 4-5:30 p.m. on the 3rd Monday.  New Members always welcomed.   
 
Speakers are available from Physicians for a National Health Plan for interested groups.  They can be 
reached through www.pnhpfingerlakes.org  
 
Call Betsy Frarey for more information:  (585) 944-1043      lfrarey@rochester.rr.com   

�
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Harvesting Hope for Farmworkers – Brockport, NY 
Michael Brennan, Director 

PO Box 161 
Brockport, NY 14420 
Phone: (585) 889-7067 

http://www.harvestinghopeforfarmworkers.org/  
 

 

 
 
 

�
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Harvesting Hope is an ecumenical, multicultural, and charitable organization working to improve the 
housing and health of farmworkers. 

We are an independent not-for-profit organization, working in collaboration with churches and 
farmworker agencies in the Greater Rochester, NY area. 

We seek to build bridges of respectful and caring relationships between farmers, farmworkers and 
people of faith. As an ecumenical Christian organization, we draw inspiration from God's 
unconditional love for the foreigner and stranger, and from the life and teachings of Jesus, particularly 
the Gospel mandates to love one another and to practice hospitality.  

Camp Alegria provides the children of migrant farmworkers with summer camp experiences, 
allowing them the opportunity of unbridled youthful joy and recreation.  This is one way your 
financial contributions assist HHFW. 

All donations to HHFF are tax deductible and can be sent directly to the agency or to GRCC with a 
directive note. 
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The Charter For Compassion 

 

The Charter for Compassion was inaugurated on November 12, 2009 by the world-wide 
community, and adopted by many people in Rochester, NY thorugh the leadership of Greater 
Rochester Community of Churches.  A “candle of compassion” was lit and is now circulating 
through our community to remind us we are one people dedicated to living in harmony and in 
support of the “Golden Rule”—to do unto others as we would have others do unto us.  The 
Charter for Compassion is an initiative that encourages all of us—individually, and in 
community—to live lives of compassion.  The candle will continue to circulate bringing its light 
and reminder of this commitment. 

 

The Charter for Compassion 

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us 
always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly 
to alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world 
and put another there, and to honour the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating 
everybody, without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect. 

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically from 
inflicting pain. To act or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, 
exploit or deny basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by denigrating others—even our 
enemies—is a denial of our common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live 
compassionately and that some have even increased the sum of human misery in the name of religion. 

We therefore call upon all men and women ~ to restore compassion to the centre of morality and 
religion ~ to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation of scripture that breeds violence, 
hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that youth are given accurate and respectful information 
about other traditions, religions and cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and 
religious diversity ~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings—even 
those regarded as enemies. 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized world. 
Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, 
dogmatic, ideological and religious boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is 
essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and 
indispensible to the creation of a just economy and a peaceful global community.  

 

To reserve the Candle of Compassion for your special event or worship service, call GRCC at (585) 
254-2570 or email grcc1@frontiernet.net – also on the web at www.grcc.org – 
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Greater Rochester Community of Churches 
2 Riverside Street, Rochester, NY  14613 

(585) 254-2570 
grcc1@frontiernet.net 

www.grcc.org 
 
�

Mission 
 
Acting out of the core values of our Christian faith, Greater Rochester Community of Churches 
(GRCC) gathers people from diverse communities to build relationships and support initiatives based 
on spiritual and community values that advocate, model, and celebrate basic human rights. 
 

Vision 
 
We work toward the day when every child, youth and adult feels safe, experiences support and care, 
and can discover ways to use their gifts for the good of the beloved community. 
 

 
 
 

2010 Events 
 
January 25 – Annual Meeting and Lunch at Noon:  The Baptist Temple, 1101 Clover Street at 
Highland Ave;  $10  “Cultivating the Garden” 
 
February 14 – Out in the Cold: a co-sponsored program with the Jewish Community Federation to 
collect food and clothing for the needy of Rochester – Ellison Park – Noon to 4PM 
 
February 23 – The Interfaith Health Care Coalition Recognition Dinner, 7PM at The Baptist Temple, 
1101 Clover Street at Highland Ave.  Honoring Bob Smith of WXXI and others, including members 
of the Raging Grannies.  $20  RSVP 254-2570 or email grcc1@frontiernet.net  
 
April 2 – Good Friday Stations of the Cross Walk in the Culver/Parsells neighborhood. 
Call GRCC for more information or watch the website for news.  9am till noon. 
 
April 25 – Earth Day Recognition Recycling/Reusing Day: cosponsoring with the Jewish Community 
Federation.  Special designated sites in the city to recycle items; watch website for more information.  
 
June 1 – Annual Faith In Action Celebration Dinner, RIT Inn and Conference Center, W. Henrietta 
Road – 5:30 till 9:00 p.m.  Accepting faith community honorees;  more information on the website. 
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“Cultivating the Garden” 
Worship Service  

 

Beginnings 
 

Call to Worship:              Rev. Imani Dodley  
 
Opening Hymn: “All Things Bright and Beautiful”   Cecil Frances Alexander 1848 
     Hymn #30 in pew hymnal 
Opening Prayer:            Gloria Ulterino 
    (Read in Unison)       Chair, GRCC Worship & Discipleship Team 
     
     Lavish, abundant, life-giving God, 
     Creator of the stars of night, and Gardener of every human soul; 
     Be for us life… Inspiration…  Cultivation…  Harmony of Spirit…  
     That we, even in and through our human limits, might together cultivate 
     Your vast dreams for this tiny globe we call home… 
     From our own cities and suburbs… to the rubble of Haiti… 
     To the harsh, yet breathtaking mountains of Afghanistan…  
     And every place in between…  This we pray… 
     In the name of Jesus, Your beloved Son and our Brother.  Amen!    
     

The Word of God 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4 
Psalm 66, sung 
1 Corinthians 3:4-9 
 
Brief Reflection:                                                                                                           Marvin Mich 
 

Response to the Word 
 

 
Invitation to silent reflection:   
 
 Imagine cultivating the garden.  What images come to mind?  What does it look like for you?   
Invitation to share briefly with one or two people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Story                    Melanie Funchess 
                    Beloved Community Coalition    
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Litany of Cultivating the Garden:                   Rev. Deborah Grohman �
                          Vice President for Program 
One: This we know, the earth does not belong to us; 
 
All:   we belong to the earth. 
 
One: This we know, all things are connected, 
All:   like the blood that unites one family. 
 
One: This we know, we did not weave the web of life; 
All:   we are merely a strand in it. 
 
One: This we know, whatever we do to the web, 
All:   we do to ourselves. 
 
One: So we join with the earth and with each other: 
All:   to bring new life to the land, to restore the waters, to refresh the air. 
 
One: We join with the earth and with each other: 
All:   to renew the forests, to care for the plants, to protect the creatures. 
 
One:  We join with the earth and with each other: 
All:    to celebrate the seas, to rejoice in the sunlight, to sing the song of   
          the stars. 
 
One: We join with the earth and with each other: 
All:   to recreate the human community, to promote justice and peace, 
         to remember our children. 
 
One: We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery:  
All:   for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. 
 
One: We join together in giving thanks for the gift of creation: 
All:   that all things hold together in Christ. 
 

Taken from The Iona Community and the U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program 
 
 

Sending Forth 
Commissioning Prayer:                                                                               Rev. William Wilkinson  
Congregation turns and blesses one another.                         Vice President for Social Justice Issues 
 
Sending Forth Hymn: “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”                                 Natalie Sleeth 1986 
    Hymn # 515 in pew hymnals 
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Greater Rochester Community of Churches is a 501c3 organization; all contributions are tax 
deductible where services have not been rendered. 
 
Please support your “Community of Churches” so it may remain a viable and important presence in 
the Greater Rochester area. 
 
 
 

 

 

�
2 Riverside Street, Rochester, NY  14613  (585) 254-2570 


