“Single-Payer”
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Whether you are
for it, against it,
or undecided...

You should know

what is

Truth and
Myth!

Turn the page to find out!

Brought to you by the

Interfaith Health Care Coalition

A community-wide working group of the
Greater Rochester Community of Churches.

We advocate for a more equitable health care system in
Rochester, in New York State and in the United States.

For more information or to get involved,
phone Marie Gibson at 585-254-2570




Medicare is a single-payer system in which the

Universal health care is socialized medicine. FALSE government pays for care delivered in the private sector.
cd € sdime d Medicare allows for choice of doctors and hospitals.
gie-paye ed dale ; - .
Our current Medicare program covers everyone. FALSE Only people over 65 and younger people with disabilities
are covered.
Single-payer could be quasi-public or even private, but to be
. The single-payer system must be governmental. FALSE efficient, it must be one payer and not a competing confusion
smule_Paver “ealtll l:arﬂ of multiple insurance companies.
Single-payer systems pay private . 4 They spend only about 13% of their budgets on research.
doctors and hospitals to deliver care. Pharmaceutical COMBRRE <5 need to recover huge FALSE Most research is funded by tax dollars distributed by the
costs for research into new drugs. . .
National Institutes of Health.
People die becau S ack access to care TRUE Being uninsured resulted in an estimated 22,000 avoidable
P y ' deaths in 2006. 60% of the uninsured go without needed care.
Fa“m‘las ﬂf tna Most Americans without health insurance are just FALSE Eigh.t.out of 10 people who are uninsured are in working
too lazy to work. families.
n“rrant SVStem : The USA does not ration health care FALSE As a society, we do ration health care by income. Being
47 Million Americans are uninsured. ‘ uninsured amounts to rationing of care.
50 to 60 MILLION more Americans ; . . - :
‘ . The average cost of insurance premiums has re- Premiums have increased 78% in the past 6 years. Currently
have inadequate insurance. i X X . FALSE . .
mained steady. Private insurance is affordable. premiums cost more than $11,000 for a family of four.
We alréady haveithe resources we need to Fﬁderal.and state gloyernmentsdgurrently pay enoufghhto cover
make changes. TRUE t‘ e entire US popu ation, according to testlmqny 0 t e Congres-
sional Budget Office and the General Accounting Office.
The US could save $350 billion per year on administrative costs
. 4 . if we covered the US population with a single-payer health plan,
By mofgiicient way to provide care. TRUE according to estimates published in the New England Journal of
Medicine.
In Canada, long waiting times for care prove this Severe funding cuts caused queues for elective surgery; this is
/ FALSE . .
II Ill we [:han ﬂ') system doesn’t work. being addressed. No delays EVER existed for emergency care.
Shou fge: S— — : :
Most Canadian patients and physicians like Over 90 percent of Canadians believe that no one should be
- TRUE . . ,
their system. denied health care simply because they don’t have money.
Health care access is a basic right in the US. FALSE It is a market commodity controlled by insurance companies.
Forcing individuals to buy health insurance from FALSE Private insurance companies would still dictate type and

private companies will solve the health care crisis.

quantity of care.




