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How will you put your “Faith Into Action” this year? 
 

           Here are some upcoming events that will spark the 
                                                faith waiting for action in your heart: 
 

Good Friday Annual Stations Walk – April 2, Rochester, NY.   
 
Last year over 200 people showed up to 
walk with our area bishops and 
denominational leaders in the Solidarity 
Against Violence and Social Injustice: 
An Ecumenical Walk of the Stations of 
the Cross.  This year on Good Friday, 
people will gather at 9:00 a.m. at Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 1124 Culver 
Road, to begin a 2 mile prayerful walk in 
the Beechwood Neighborhood, stopping at 
places of hope and places of tragedy.  
During the walk we will be in solidarity 
with people everywhere who struggle to 

deal with injustice.  We will pause at the places where tragedy has occurred and unite our hearts 
with the hearts of those who suffer from the losses brought about by violence and death. We will 
also stop and give thanks to the many agencies and organizations along the route that bring hope to 
the neighborhood and stand shoulder to shoulder with those who need God’s love and our support.   

 
Earth Sunday, April 25—1- 4 p.m. Recycle and ReUse!  
Join Rochester's Interfaith Community in our efforts to Recycle and Reuse items that will reduce our 
carbon footprint.  Gather the items listed below and bring them to the Jewish Community Federation's 
parking lot (441 East Avenue) and next door to the Third Presbyterian Church parking lot (4 Meigs 
Street) as indicated.        Volunteers will be waiting to unload your car.  
 
Items Collected at the Jewish Community Federation  
 
Pharmaceuticals — All out-of-date, unwanted and unusable prescription 
and non-prescription drugs. All drugs will be safely disposed of so that no 
traces are found in any of our water supplies. 
Electronics — From cell-phones and hair dryers to televisions, monitors 
and CRTs. These items contain hazardous waste elements such as lead and 
cadmium and need to be recycled properly in an environmentally sound 
manner. 
Accepted equipment: computers, monitors, typewriters, printers, circuit boards, fax machines, 
audio/visual equipment, cell phones, video game systems, microwaves, computer accessories. 
Televisions ($10 each, televisions only). 
No. 5 Plastics — They must be clean! Yogurt cups, hummus tubs, cottage cheese containers and 
similar items, as well as medicine bottles and some microwave-safe take-out containers, are typically 
made from no. 5 plastic, or polypropylene and are not recycled locally at this time. Bring them to 
Earth Sunday and we will see that they are sent to the nearest no. 5 recycling plant.  (more) 
 

�
GRCC gathers people from diverse communities to build relationships and support initiatives based on spiritual 
and community values that advocate, model, and celebrate basic human rights. 

 
Board of Directors 
President:   
  Dr. Marvin Mich 
VP for Organization  
  Robert Crystal 
VP Program & Discipleship 
  Rev. Debbie Grohman 
VP for Social Justice 
  Rev. William Wilkinson 
Officers at-large 
  Sr. Beth LeValley SSJ 
Treasurer 
  Kenneth Anderson 
Secretary 
  Tim Calkins 
Executive Director 
  Marie E. Gibson 
 
Denominational 
Representatives 
 
American Baptist Churches 
Rochester-Genesee Region 
  Rev. Arlen Vernava 
  Lynne Stewart 
Church of Jesus Christ 
 of Latter-Day Saints 
  Sharleen & Jeff Campbell 
Episcopal Diocese 
  Robert Crystal 
  Rev. Denise Yarbrough 
Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 in America; Genesee Finger 
Lakes Conference 
  Rev. Imani Dodley 
  Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir 
Presbytery of  
Genesee Valley 
  John Wheeler 
  Rev. Gordon Webster 
Rochester Society of Friends 
  Carmel Merrill 
Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Rochester 
  Dr. Marvin Mich 
  Deacon John Brasley 
United Methodist Church, 
Rochester District, W N Y 
  Rev. Ted Anderson 
  Rev. James Lesch 
United Church of Christ,  
Genesee Valley Association 
  Rev. Alan Dailey 
 
Members At-Large 
 Joanne Cala 
 Rev. Patrina Freeman 
 Rev. Sally Hamlin 
 Alberta Moss 
 Sue Murray 
 Rev. Dr. Richard Myers 
 Elizabeth Osta 
 Rev. Alvin Parris III 
 Rev. Jimmy Reader 
 Rev. Jackie Sullivan 
 Sister Marlene Vigna RSM 
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Earth Sunday continued: 
 
Items Collected at Third Presbyterian Church 
4 Meigs Street (Corner of East Avenue) 
Sneakers — These will be Recycled and Reused to make running tracks for schools in poor neighborhoods. 
Shoes and Boots — They will be Reused locally by area migrant workers. 
Clothing — Both children's and adult sizes will be collected for the benefit of Flower City Habitat for Humanity 
 
For more information, contact Isobel Goldman,   461-0490 x 235 or igoldman@jewishrochester.org  
 
Faith In Action for 2010 – June 2nd 
 
Each year, GRCC is proud to honor members of the community who 
exemplify a life of faith and service.  Individuals from a broad cross-section 
of churches, mosques, temples and religious organizations in the greater 
Rochester area are recognized for their important contributions to our 
community.  Plan to have your faith community lift up the good works of 
someone in your group by sending in their name with a short paragraph of 
why they were chosen as your honoree.  Tickets this year for the event are 
$40 (with sliding scale available).  Event is held on Tuesday, June 2 at the 
RIT Inn and Conference Center, 5257 West Henrietta Road, Henrietta, NY 
(just past the Thruway entrance).  Tables of 10 are available.  Dinner 
information and forms are available online at http://www.grcc.org/faith.html 
or by calling the office at 254-2570.    All are welcome! 
 
 

 
 
The Charter for Compassion –  
                 Do Unto Others As You Would have them do unto you. 
 
GRCC brought the interfaith community together around the Charter for 
Compassion initiative.  The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, 
ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us always to treat all others as we wish to be 
treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of 
our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world and put another 
there, and to honor the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating 
everybody, without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect.  The 
“Compassion Candle” was lighted at this special event, and has circulated the “peace 
community” ever since.  To reserve the candle for your worship, gathering or rally, call 
GRCC.  To know more about the Charter for Compassion go to: 
http://charterforcompassion.org/  or http://www.grcc.org/ . 
 

 
Register now for the IUC 2010 Conference 
here in Rochester, April 11-13.  Listen to 
Dr. Eboo Pater, Sr. Joan Chittister,  Sensei 
Bonnie Treace,  Dr. Leonard Swidler – and 
more!  Contact The Center for Interfaith 
Studies and Dialogue at Nazareth College,  
(585)389-2963 
cisd@naz.edu 
http://www.naz.edu/dept/cisd/ 
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Connecting people is at the heart of GRCC work.   Some of these “connecting” initiatives for 2010 
include: 
 

�  Working with Flower City Habitat for Humanity and Third Presbyterian Church in building 
homes in the JOSANA neighborhood (the “Crescent of Poverty” area near Paetec Park). 

�  Convening denominational leaders to discuss the gifts and challenges of urban ministry. 
�  Partnering with the Rochester Jewish Coalition for Literacy to bring volunteers into our 

schools as mentors.  
�  Continuing the work of “The Charter for Compassion,” a global initiative for living out the 

“Golden Rule.” 
�  Remembering Good Friday by bringing neighbors together and Walking the Way of the Cross in the streets of 

Rochester. 
�  Bringing the faith community together for the “Faith in Action” Celebration to lift up the many “saints” in our 

communities. 
 
GRCC will be working to accomplish these programs and more on a very lean budget this year.   
Your contribution is a vital part of our ministry and vision—to work toward the day when every child, youth and adult feels 
safe, experiences support and care, and can discover ways to use their gifts for the good of the beloved community.   
�
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Sparking the faith!  Some of you know that I love toys.  Recently I found where I could buy small 
rubber balls with glitter inside and when I bounce them, they light up and sparkle.  I thought to 
myself… this is exactly like God’s love for us!  We have this little light-up glitter ball inside 
our hearts and every once in a while we need to remind ourselves it’s still there, by bouncing it 
around.  Perhaps you are imagining yourself dancing!  Or doing jumping jacks! Or maybe you are clapping because you have 
helped a child learn to read, or tie her shoes, or zip his jacket.  Mentoring is a great way to get your glitter ball sparkling again!  
Call Isobel Goldman at the Jewish Community Federation about the Literacy Program that GRCC is helping her promote.  
(461-0490 or igoldman@jewishrochester.org ).  If you are having trouble finding that sparkly-glitter inside your heart, call me, 
and I’ll send you one of my sparkle-balls and you can begin to “spark your faith” again! 
�
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Greater Rochester        
Community of Churches 
 2 Riverside Street 
 Rochester, NY  14613 

 
Online at www.grcc.org      
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